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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to the amendment filed on February 16, 2007. Claims 
14, 16-17, and 25 were amended. Claims 26-28 were added. Claims 1-28 are pending. 

Response to Amendment 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-13, 15, 18, and 20-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Namekawa, U.S. Patent No. 6,237,027 further in view of Trompower 
et aL, U.S. Patent No. 6,128,512. 

Namekawa teaches the invention as claimed including receiving and transmitting 
electronic mail between computer devices connected to a network (see abstract). 

Regarding claim 1, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system including a 
plurality of information terminals provided with communications means, and servers 
connected to the information terminals via communication lines responsive to the 
communications means, the text messaging system comprising: 

a plurality of transmission means having different transmission modes provided 
in each of the information terminals for transmitting to the servers text messages 
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addressed to other of the information terminals (col. 3, lines 56-65; Namekawa 
discloses an electronic mail system); 

reception means provided in the information terminals to for receiving from the 
servers text messages from other of the information terminals (col. 3, lines 56-65); 

status detection means provided in the information terminals for detecting and 
reporting to the servers an operational status of the each transmission means including 
at least a change of status of the connection with the communication lines (col. 6, lines 
34-48, Namekawa discloses arrival detection); 

reception means provided in the servers for receiving text messages from any 
one of the information terminals (col. 3, lines 56-65); 

status administration means provided in the servers for storing, per user of any 
one of the information terminals, the operational status, including the change of status, 
of the each transmission means of each information terminal reported from said status 
detection means (col. 6, lines 34-48, Namekawa discloses recording the status of the 
detection); 

determining means provided in the servers for referring to the operational status, 
including the change of status, stored by the status administration means of an 
information terminal that is a destination of the text message received from the 
information terminal, and for dynamically determining a message destination and 
transmission mode for the received text messages according to the stored operational 
status and change of status (col. 6, lines 34-65, col. 9, lines 21-38, Namekawa 
discloses a determination on how to transmit data and the use of a normal mode and a 
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message mode based on the status and the reading of setup data to dynamically 
determine the type of data to be transmitted); and 

transmission means provided in the servers for transmitting text messages 
received from the information terminals to the dynamically destination information 
terminal according to the dynamically determined transmission mode using the 
determined transmission means (col. 3, lines 56-65, col. 6, lines 34-65, col. 9, lines 21- 
38). 

Namekawa fails to teach the limitation further including dynamically determining 
a transmission means. 

However, Trompower teaches a cellular communication system utilizing 
dedicated repeater channels and modifiable transmission parameters to enhance 
system performance (see abstract). Trompower teaches the use of dynamically 
modifying data transmission parameters (col. 9, lines 6-39, col. 10, lines 17-33). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Namekawa in view of Trompower to dynamically determine a 
transmission means. One would be motivated to do so because it optimizes overall 
system performance. 

Regarding claim 2, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system including a 
mobile terminal and an information terminal respectively provided with communication 
means, and a server connected to the mobile terminal and to the information terminal 
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via a communications line responsive to the communications means, the text 
messaging system comprising: 

a plurality of transmission means having different transmission modes in the 
information terminal for transmitting to the server text messages addressed to the 
mobile terminal, or to another information terminal (col. 3, lines 56-65, col. 4, lines 61- 
65; Namekawa discloses a portable electronic mail apparatus); 

reception means provided in the information terminal for receiving from the 
server text messages from the mobile terminal, or to another information terminal (col. 
4, lines 61-65; col. 3, lines 56-65); 

status detection means provided in the information terminal for detecting and 
reporting to the server an operational status of the each transmission means including 
at least a change of status of the connection with the communications line (col. 4, lines 
61-65, lines 55-57; col. 6, lines 34-48); 

reception means provided in the server for receiving text messages from the 
mobile terminal or the information terminal (col. 4, lines 61-65; col. 3, lines 56-65); 

status administration means provided in the server for storing, per user of the 
information terminal, an operational status of each transmission means of the 
information terminal reported from said status detection means (col. 6, lines 34-48); and 

determining means provided in the server for referring to the operational status, 
including the change of status, stored by the status administration means of an 
information terminal that is a destination of the text message received from the 
information terminal, and for dynamically determining a message destination and a 
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transmission means for the received text messages according to the stored operational 
status and change of status (col. 6, lines 34-48, col. 9, lines 21-38); and 

transmission means provided in the server for transmitting to the information 
terminal text messages received from the mobile terminal, and transmitting to the 
mobile terminal text messages received from the information terminal, or transmitting 
text messages received from the mobile terminal or the information terminal to another 
mobile terminal or to another information terminal according to the dynamically 
determined transmission mode using the dynamically determined transmission means 
(col. 4, lines 61-65; col. 3, lines 56-65). 

Namekawa fails to teach the limitation further including dynamically determining 
a transmission means. 

However, Trompower teaches the use of dynamically modifying data 
transmission parameters (col. 9, lines 6-39, col. 10, lines 17-33). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Namekawa in view of Trompower to dynamically determine a 
transmission means. One would be motivated to do so because it optimizes overall 
system performance. 

Regarding claim 3, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 2, wherein: 

said status detection means further detects and reports to the server whether the 
information terminal is being used; and 
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said determining means, upon the information terminal is being used determines 
the information terminal to be a transmission destination for text messages (col. 6, lines 
34-48). 

Regarding claim 4, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 2, the at least one information terminal further being provided with service 
detection means for detecting and for reporting to the server network-application 
operational status in the information terminal; wherein: 

said status administration means stores the reported network-application 
operational status (col. 6, lines 34-48); and 

said determining means, wherein the network application is operable on the 
server, determines to transmit received text messages using the network application if 
the network application is running on the information terminal (col. 6, lines 34-48, col. 9, 
lines 21-38). 

Regarding claim 5, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 2, wherein said transmission means is enabled to notify the server that a text 
message has been read, further comprising: 

reporting administration means provided in the server for saving text messages 
transmitted to the information terminal, and, wherein if not notified to the effect that a 
text message has been read, for forwarding the text message to the mobile terminal 
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(col. 3, lines 56-65, col. 6, lines 34-48, col. 10, lines 3-21, Namekawa discloses the use 
of a flag and sending the mail to a portable device if it is not read). 

Regarding claim 6, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 5, wherein said reporting administration means forwards to the mobile terminal 
text messages transmitted to the information terminal in response to change in 
operational status of the information terminal (col. 6, lines 34-48, col. 10, lines 3-21). 

Regarding claim 7, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 5, wherein if a text message transmitted to the information terminal is not read 
within a predetermined time period, said reporting administration means forwards the 
text message to the mobile terminal (col. 6, lines 34-48, col. 10, lines 3-21). 

Regarding claim 8, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 5, wherein said reporting administration means in predetermined instances 
reports to text message send sources that their text messages have been sent: to the 
mobile terminal (col. 6, lines 34-48, col. 10, lines 3-21). 

Regarding claim 9, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 5, wherein if said reporting administration means cannot send a text message to 
the mobile terminal, said reporting administration means stores the text message and 
reports to the text message send source that its text message has been stored (col. 6, 



Application/Control Number: 09/772,000 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2157 

lines 34-48, col. 10, lines 3-21, Namekawa discloses data being left as it is until it can 
be sent again). 

Regarding claim 10, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 2, wherein: 

said status detection means reports to the server text message senders' contact 
phone numbers (col. 5, lines 36-44, Namekawa discloses identification information 
including subscribers numbers being stored on a portable computer); 

said status administration means holds the reported phone numbers (col. 5, lines 
36-44); and 

wherein a text message is sent from the information terminal to the at least one 
mobile terminal, if the senders' contact phone number has been set, said decision 
means adds the phone number to and transmits the text message (col. 5, lines 36-44). 

Regarding claim 11, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 2, further comprising a proxy information terminal connected to the 
communications line, wherein said proxy information terminal is provided with: 

reception means for receiving from the server text messages from the mobile 
terminal (col. 4, lines 61-65; col. 3, lines 56-65); 

information acquisition means for obtaining in accordance with the received text 
messages operational status of other information terminal wherein the system includes 
a plurality thereof (col. 4, lines 61-65; col. 6, lines 34-48); 
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transmission means for transmitting the obtained operational status as a text 
message to the mobile terminal (col. 4, lines 61-65; col. 3, lines 56-65); and 

information setting means for setting and reporting to the server an operational 
status of the other information terminal in accordance with the received text messages 
(col. 6, lines 34-48). 

Regarding claim 12, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system including a 
mobile terminal and an information terminal respectively provided with communication 
means, a first server connected to the information terminal via communications line 
responsive to the communications means, and a second server connected to the mobile 
terminal and to the information terminal via the communications line, the text messaging 
system comprising: 

a plurality transmission means having different transmission modes provided in 
the information terminal for transmitting to the second server text messages addressed 
to the mobile terminal, or to another information terminal wherein the system includes a 
plurality thereof (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); 

reception means provided in the information terminal for receiving from the 
second server text messages from the mobile terminal, or from other information 
terminal wherein the system includes a plurality thereof (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 
56-65); 

status detection means provided in the information terminal for detecting and 
reporting to the first server an operational status of the each transmission means 
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including at least a change of status of connection with the communications line (col. 4, 
lines 61-65, col. 6, lines 34-48); 

status administration means provided in the first server for gathering and storing 
per user of the information terminals, an operational status, including the change of 
status, of the each transmission means from each information terminal (col. 6, lines 34- 
48); 

reception means provided in the second server for receiving text messages from 
the mobile terminal or the information terminal (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); 

determining means provided in the second server for obtaining from the first 
server operational status, including the change of status, of the information terminal that 
is a destination of the text message received from the information terminal, and for 
dynamically determining a transmission mode for received text messages according to 
the obtained operational status and change of status (col. 6, lines 34-48, col. 9, lines 21- 
38); and 

transmission means provided in the second server for transmitting text messages 
received from the mobile terminal or the information terminal to another mobile terminal 
or a destination information terminal according to the dynamically determined 
transmission mode (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65). 

Namekawa fails to teach the limitation further including dynamically determining 
a transmission means. 

However, Trompower teaches the use of dynamically modifying data 
transmission parameters (col. 9, lines 6-39, col. 10, lines 17-33). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Namekawa in view of Trompower to dynamically determine a 
transmission means. One would be motivated to do so because it optimizes overall 
system performance. 

Regarding claim 13, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 12, wherein the information terminal is enabled to notify the second server that a 
text message has been read, and further comprising: 

reporting administration means provided in the second server for saving text 
messages transmitted to the information terminal, and, wherein not notified to the effect 
that a text message has been read, for forwarding the text message to the information 
terminal (col. 3, lines 56-65). 

Regarding claim 15, Namekawa teaches a text-messaging server connected to 
at least one mobile terminal and an information terminal respectively provided with 
communication means, via communications line responsive to the communications 
means, the server comprising: 

reception means for receiving text messages from the mobile terminal or the 
information terminal (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); 

transmission means for transmitting text messages received from the mobile 
terminal or the at least one information terminal to another mobile terminal or to another 
information terminal using a dynamically determined transmission means and a 
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dynamically determined transmission mode, wherein the server is connected to a 
plurality of either (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); 

status administration means for receiving and storing per user of the information 
terminal, an operational status, including a change of status, of the each transmission 
means of the information terminal (col. 6, lines 34-48); and 

determining means for referring to the operational status, including the change of 
status, stored by the status administration means of an information terminal that is a 
destination of the text message received from the information terminal, and for 
dynamically determining a message destination and transmission mode for the text 
messages according to the stored operational status and change of status (col. 6, lines 
34-48, col. 9, lines 21-38). 

Namekawa fails to teach the limitation further including dynamically determining 
a transmission means. 

However, Trompower teaches the use of dynamically modifying data 
transmission parameters (col. 9, lines 6-39, col. 10, lines 17-33). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Namekawa in view of Trompower to dynamically determine a 
transmission means. One would be motivated to do so because it optimizes overall 
system performance. 

Regarding claim 18, Namekawa teaches a text messaging method utilized in a 
server connected to a mobile terminal and an information terminal respectively provided 
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with communication means, via communications line responsive to the communications 
means, the text messaging method: 

detecting and reporting to the server an operational status of each transmission 
means of the information terminal including at least a change of status of connection 
with the communications line (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 6, lines 34-48); 

storing per user of the information terminal in the server the operational status, 
including the change of status (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 6, lines 34-48); and 

determining a transmission mode for the received text messages according to 
the stored operational status and change of status of the information terminal (col. 6, 
lines 34-48, col. 9, lines 21-38); and 

transmitting and receiving text messages by way of the server between the 
mobile terminal and the destination information terminal, or between the mobile terminal 
and another mobile terminal wherein the system includes a plurality thereof, or between 
the information terminal and destination information terminal, wherein the system 
includes a plurality thereof, (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65). 

Namekawa fails to teach the limitation further including dynamically determining 
a transmission mode. 

However, Trompower teaches the use of dynamically modifying data 
transmission parameters (col. 9, lines 6-39, col. 10, lines 17-33). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Namekawa in view of Trompower to dynamically determine a 
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transmission mode. One would be motivated to do so because it optimizes overall 
system performance. 

Regarding claim 20, Namekawa teaches a text-messaging administration method 
for a server connected to a mobile terminal and an information terminal respectively 
provided with communication means, via a communications line responsive to the 
communications means, the text-messaging administration method comprising: 

receiving from the mobile terminal or the information terminal text messages 
addressed to another mobile terminal or another information terminal, or addressed to 
another mobile terminal or to another information terminal wherein the system includes 
a plurality of either (col. 4, lines 61-65; col. 3, lines 56-65); 

gathering and storing per a user of the information terminal, an operational status 
of each transmission means of each information terminal including at least a change of 
status of connection with the communications line (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 6, lines 34- 
48); and 

determining a transmission means and a transmission mode for the received text 
messages according to the operational status, including the change of status, of the 
information terminal that is a destination of the text message received from the 
information terminal (col. 6, lines 34-48, col. 9, lines 21-38); and 

transmitting the received text messages to another mobile terminal or a 
destination information terminal according to the dynamically determined transmission 
mode (col. 4, lines 61-65; col. 3, lines 56-65). 
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Namekawa fails to teach the limitation further including dynamically determining 
a transmission means. 

However, Trompower teaches the use of dynamically modifying data 
transmission parameters (col. 9, lines 6-39, col. 10, lines 17-33). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Namekawa in view of Trompower to dynamically determine a 
transmission means. One would be motivated to do so because it optimizes overall 
system performance. 

Regarding claim 21, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system including a 
plurality of information terminals and servers connected to the information terminals via 
communications lines, comprising: 

status detection means provided in the information terminals for detecting and 
reporting to the servers an operational status of the each transmission means including 
at least a change of status of a connection with the communication lines (col. 4, lines 
61-65, col. 6, lines 34-48); 

status administration means provided in the servers for storing, per user of any 
one of the information terminals, an operational status, including the change of status, 
of the each transmission means of each information terminal reported from the status 
detection means (col. 6, lines 34-48); and 

determining means provided in the servers for referring to the operational status, 
including the change of status, stored by the status administrations means of an 
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information terminal that is a destination of the text message received from the 
information terminal, and for dynamically determining a message destination and a 
transmission means for the received text messages according to the stored operational 
status and change of status (col. 6, lines 34-48, col. 9, lines 21-38). 

Namekawa fails to teach the limitation further including dynamically determining 
a transmission means. 

However, Trompower teaches the use of dynamically modifying data 
transmission parameters (col. 9, lines 6-39, col. 10, lines 17-33). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Namekawa in view of Trompower to dynamically determine a 
transmission means. One would be motivated to do so because it optimizes overall 
system performance. 

Regarding claim 22, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 21, further comprising a proxy information terminal, connectable to the 
communications line, wherein said proxy information terminal is provided with: 

information acquisition means for obtaining in accordance with the received text 
messages an operational status of another information terminal (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 
6, lines 34-48); 

transmission means for transmitting the obtained operational status as a text 
message to the mobile terminal according to the dynamically determined transmission 
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mode using the dynamically determined transmission means (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, 
lines 56-65); and 

information setting means for setting and reporting to the server an operational 
status of the other information terminal in accordance with the received text messages 
(col. 6, lines 34-48). 

Regarding claim 23, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system including a 
plurality of information terminals and servers connected to the information terminals via 
communication lines, comprising: 

a detector detecting and reporting to the servers an operational status of the 
each transmission means including at least a change of status of the connection with 
the communication lines (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 6, lines 34-48); 

a receiver receiving text messages from any one of the information terminals 
(col. 4, lines 61-65; col. 3, lines 56-65); 

a controller storing, per user of any one of the information terminals, the change 
of operational status of the each transmission means of each information terminal 
reported from said status detection means (col. 6, lines 34-48); and 

a processor referring to the changed operational status stored by the controller 
and dynamically determining a message destination and transmission mode of the 
received text messages according to the stored operational status and change of status 
(col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65, col. 6, lines 34-48). 
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Namekawa fails to teach the limitation further including dynamically determining 
a transmission means. 

However, Trompower teaches the use of dynamically modifying data 
transmission parameters (col. 9, lines 6-39, col. 10, lines 17-33). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Namekawa in view of Trompower to dynamically determine a 
transmission means. One would be motivated to do so because it optimizes overall 
system performance. 

Regarding claim 24, Namekawa teaches the text messaging system according to 
claim 23, further comprising a proxy information terminal comprising: 

a receiver receiving from the server text messages from the mobile terminal and 
obtaining in accordance with the received text messages operational status of each 
transmission means of another information terminal (col. 4, lines 61-65; col. 3, lines 56- 
.65, col. 6, lines 34-48); 

a transmitter transmitting the obtained operational status as a text message to 
the mobile terminal (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); and 

a processor setting and reporting to the server the operational status in 
accordance with received text messages (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 6, lines 34-48). 
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3. Claims 14, 16, 17, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Namekawa further in view of Ishikura et al., U.S. Patent No. 
6,052,565. 

Namekawa teaches the invention as claimed including receiving and transmitting 
electronic mail between computer devices connected to a network (see abstract). 

Regarding claim 14, Namekawa teaches in an information terminal provided with 
communication means for transmitting and receiving text messages among mobile 
terminals or other information terminals via communication lines and servers responsive 
to said communication means, a text messaging device comprising: 

a plurality of transmission means having different transmission modes for 
transmitting to the servers text messages addressed to the mobile terminals or to the 
other information terminals (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); 

reception means for receiving from the servers text messages from the mobile 
terminals or from the other information terminals (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); 
and 

status detection means for detecting and reporting to the servers an operational 
status of the each transmission means of the information terminals including at least a 
change of status of a connection with the communications lines (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 
6, lines 34-48). 

Namekawa fails to teach the limitation further including the detecting and 
reporting a change of status of a connection, wherein the detecting the change of status 
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further comprises: detecting a disconnection of one of the each transmission means, 
and detecting whether a user is using one of the information terminals. 

However, Ishikura teaches a mobile communication terminal apparatus with data 
communication function (see abstract). Ishikura teaches the use of status change 
report data sent to a computer, including a disconnection (col. 15, lines 60-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Namekawa in view of Ishikura to detect and report a change of 
status of a connection, wherein the detecting the change of status further comprises: 
detecting a disconnection of one of the each transmission means, and detecting 
whether a user is using one of the information terminals. One would be motivated to do 
so because it keeps the servers informed of the device's current status. 

Regarding claim 16, Namekawa teaches a computer-readable recording medium 
on which is recorded a text messaging program utilized in an information terminal 
provided with communication means for transmitting and receiving text messages 
among mobile terminals or other information terminals via communication lines and 
servers responsive to said communication means, the computer-readable recording 
medium on which is recorded the text messaging program for executing: 

transmitting to the servers text messages addressed to the mobile terminals or to 
the other information terminals with one of a plurality of transmission means with 
different transmission modes (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); 
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receiving from the servers text messages from the mobile terminals or from the 
other information terminals (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); and 

detecting and reporting to the servers an operational status of each information 
terminal including at least a change of status of a connection with the communications 
lines (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 6, lines 34-48). 

Namekawa fails to teach the limitation further including the detecting and 
reporting a change of status of a connection, wherein the detecting the change of status 
further comprises: detecting a disconnection of one of the each transmission means, 
and detecting whether a user is using one of the information terminals. 

However, Ishikura teaches the use of status change report data sent to a 
computer, including a disconnection (col. 15, lines 60-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Namekawa in view of Ishikura to detect and report a change of 
status of a connection, wherein the detecting the change of status further comprises: 
detecting a disconnection of one of the each transmission means, and detecting 
whether a user is using one of the information terminals. One would be motivated to do 
so because it keeps the servers informed of the device's current status. 

Regarding claim 17, Namekawa teaches a computer-readable recording medium 
on which is stored a text messaging administration program utilized in a server 
connected to mobile terminal and information terminal respectively provided with 
communication means, via communications line responsive to the communications 



Application/Control Number: 09/772,000 Page 23 

Art Unit: 2157 * 

means, the computer-readable recording medium on which is recorded the text 
messaging administration program for executing: 

receiving text messages from the mobile terminal or the information terminal (col. 
4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); 

obtaining and storing, per user of the information terminal, an operational status, 
including a change of status, of each transmission means of each the information 
terminal (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 6, lines 34-48); and 

determining each text message transmission mode according to the operational 
status, including a change of status, of the information terminal (col. 6, lines 34-48, col. 
9, lines 21-38); and 

transmitting text messages from the information terminals to a destination 
information terminal according to the determined text transmission mode (col. 4, lines 
61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65). 

Namekawa fails to teach the limitation further including the detecting and 
reporting a change of status of a connection, wherein the change of status further 
comprises: a disconnection of one of the each transmission means, and a use of an 
information terminal by a user. 

However, Ishikura teaches a mobile communication terminal apparatus with data 
communication function (see abstract). Ishikura teaches the use of status change 
report data sent to a computer, including a disconnection (col. 15, lines 60-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Namekawa in view of Ishikura to detect and report a change of 
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status of a connection, wherein the detecting the change of status further comprises: 
detecting a disconnection of one of the each transmission means, and detecting 
whether a user is using one of the information terminals. One would be motivated to do 
so because it keeps the servers informed of the device's current status. 

Regarding claim 26, Namekawa teaches the text messaging device according to 
claim 14, wherein the detecting a disconnection of one of the each transmission means 
further comprises detecting a disconnection of the one of the each transmission means 
from the Internet (Namekawa, col. 1, lines 46-51; Ishikura, col. 15, lines 60-67). 

4. Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Namekawa and Trompower further in view of Ishikura et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,052,565. 

Namekawa teaches the invention as claimed including receiving and transmitting 
electronic mail between computer devices connected to a network (see abstract). 
Trompower teaches the invention as claimed including a cellular communication system 
utilizing dedicated repeater channels and modifiable transmission parameters to 
enhance system performance (see abstract). 

As to claim 25, Namekawa and Trompower teach the method of claim 1 including 
a connection to the Internet (Namekawa, col. 1, lines 46-51). 

Namekawa and Trompower fail to teach the limitation further including the 
change of status that is detected and reported is a change from a connected status to a 
disconnected status or change in a use of an information terminal by a user. 
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However, Ishikura teaches a mobile communication terminal apparatus with data 
communication function (see abstract). Ishikura teaches the use of status change 
report data sent to a computer including a disconnection (col. 15, lines 60-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Namekawa and Trompower in view of Ishikura to detect and report a 
change from a connected status to a disconnected status or change in a use of an 
information terminal by a user. One would be motivated to do so because it keeps the 
servers informed of the device's current status. 

5. Claims 27 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Namekawa and Ishikura further in view of Lazaridis et al., U.S. Patent No. 
6,219,694. 

Namekawa teaches the invention as claimed including receiving and transmitting 
electronic mail between computer devices connected to a network (see abstract). 
Ishikura teaches the invention as claimed including a mobile communication terminal 
apparatus with data communication function (see abstract). 

Regarding claim 27, Namekawa and Ishikura the computer readable recording 
medium according to claim 16. 

Namekawa and Ishikura fail to teach the limitation further including detecting 
whether a user is using one of the information terminals further comprises detecting an 
activation of a screen saver. 
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However, Lazaridis teaches a system and method for pushing information from a 
host system to a mobile data communication device having a shared electronic address 
(see abstract). Lazaridis teaches the detection of screen saver activation (col. 7, lines 
8-30). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Namekawa and Ishikura in view of Lazaridis to detect whether a 
user is using one of the information terminals further comprises detecting an activation 
of a screen saver. One would be motivated to do so because it allows for additional 
means for determining a user's status. 

Regarding claim 27, Namekawa and Ishikura the computer readable recording 
medium according to claim 17. 

Namekawa and Ishikura fail to teach the limitation further including the change of 
status further comprises an activation or completion of a network application. 

However, Lazaridis teaches the detection of various networked events that are 
activated (col. 7, lines 8-30). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Namekawa and Ishikura in view of Lazaridis where the change of 
status further comprises an activation or completion of a network application. One 
would be motivated to do so because it allows for additional means for determining a 
user's status. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claim ig is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Namekawa, 
U.S. Patent No. 6,237,027. 

Namekawa teaches the invention as claimed including receiving and transmitting 
electronic mail between computer devices connected to a network (see abstract). 

Regarding claim 19, Namekawa teaches a text message transmission and 
reception method utilized in an information terminal provided with communication 
means for transmitting and receiving text messages among mobile terminals or other 
information terminals via communication lines and servers responsive to said 
communication means, the text message transmission and reception method: 

transmitting to the servers text messages addressed to the mobile terminals or to 
the other information terminals with one of a plurality of transmission means with 
different transmission modes (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); 

receiving from the servers text messages from the mobile terminals or from the 
other information terminals (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); and 
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detecting and reporting to the servers an operational status of the each transmission 
means including at least a change of status of a connection with the communications 
lines (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 6, lines 34-48). 



Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 14, 16, 17, and 25-28 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

9. Applicant's arguments filed February 16, 2007, regarding claims 1-13, 15, and 
18-24, have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

10. In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one 
cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections 
are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 
1986). Dynamically determining a message destination is found in Namekawa. The 
combination is in regards to dynamically determining a transmission means. 

11. In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the 
references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention 
where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988) and In re 
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Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, the knowledge is 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Regarding the argument to claim 19, the applicant argues that the reference, 
Namekawa, does not disclose detecting and reporting a change of status of a 
connection. The examiner respectfully disagrees, as seen in, column 6, lines 34-48, 
there is arrival detection and the recording the status of the detection. 



Conclusion 

12. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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